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Interim Chairperson’s Foreword  
 

2025/2026 has been a year of growth, resilience and collaboration for Wel-

lington SPCA. Despite the ongoing challenges of rising operational costs, 

ageing infrastructure and increasing demand for our services, our dedi-

cated staff, volunteers, committee members and supporters continued to 

put animal welfare first every single day. This year saw significant progress 

in our adoption programme, education initiatives, community outreach, 

fundraising and sterilisation drives. We strengthened partnerships with vet-

erinary practices, schools, businesses and fellow NGOs, while continuing to 

investigate cruelty, care for vulnerable animals and educate our community 

on responsible pet ownership. None of this would have been possible with-

out the unwavering support of our donors, sponsors, volunteers and the 

Wellington community. Together we are making a meaningful difference 

in the lives of thousands of animals. 

As we look ahead, we remain committed to building a stronger, more sus-

tainable organisation that will continue serving the animals and people of 

Wellington for many years to come. 

Kind regards 

Christelle Filmalter 

Interim Chairperson Wellington SPCA 

 

About Wellington SPCA  
 

Established in 1953, Wellington SPCA is a registered non-profit organisation 

and a member Society of the National Council of SPCAs (NSPCA). The Soci-

ety serves the greater Wellington area by preventing cruelty to animals, pro-

moting responsible pet ownership and providing essential animal welfare 

services to the community. 

Operating from its premises on Interpace Road, Wellington SPCA provides 

a wide range of services, including: 

• Inspectorate services and investigations into cruelty and neglect  
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• Municipal pound services on behalf of Drakenstein Municipality  

• Animal rescue and emergency response  

• Community veterinary outreach clinics  

• Subsidised sterilisation programmes  

• Animal adoptions and responsible rehoming  

• Humane euthanasia where necessary  

• Animal welfare education and awareness  

• Advocacy for improved animal welfare legislation  

 

Every day, the Society responds to reports of cruelty and neglect, rescues 

injured and abandoned animals, reunites lost pets with their owners, sup-

ports vulnerable pet owners where possible and works to reduce unwanted 

litters through proactive sterilisation initiatives. 

The Society's work is made possible through the generosity of donors, vol-

unteers, sponsors, veterinary partners and the continued support of the 

Wellington community. 
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The People Behind Wellington SPCA 
 

Governance 
 

Wellington SPCA is governed by a volunteer Management Committee re-

sponsible for providing strategic direction, ensuring sound governance and 

overseeing the Society's financial sustainability and compliance with the 

Rules of the National Council of SPCAs (NSPCA). 

 

During March 2026, the NSPCA Board appointed an Interim Management 

Committee in terms of Rule 2.14. The Interim Committee was mandated to 

ensure continuity of the Society's operations until a new Management Com-

mittee could be elected at the Annual General Meeting on 21 July 2026. 

 
Interim Management Committee 
 
Member Role 
 
Christelle Filmalter Interim Chairperson 
Chief Inspector Jaco Pieterse Volunteer – Cape of Good Hope SPCA 
Madelyn Venter Society Liaison Officer 
Petre Bosman Interim Committee Member 
Elmien Rossouw Interim Committee Member 
Marie Lundqvist Interim Committee Member 

 

 

Acknowledgement 

The Interim Committee would like to express its sincere appreciation to the 

previous Management Committee members for the time, expertise and 

dedication they devoted to Wellington SPCA. Their contribution to the So-

ciety's work is acknowledged with gratitude and we thank them for the role 

they played in advancing animal welfare in our community. 

 

Governance Principle 

Wellington SPCA remains committed to transparency, accountability and 

responsible stewardship of the resources entrusted to the Society, ensuring 

that every decision is guided by the best interests of animal welfare. 
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Our Staff 
 

Every day, Wellington SPCA relies on the dedication of a small team of staff, 

a committed volunteer Management Committee and an incredible net-

work of volunteers. The Wellington SPCA team is led by our newly ap-

pointed Head of Operations, Monia Stadler.  Together, they work tirelessly 

to protect animals, support our community and ensure that the Society 

continues to fulfil its mission.  

 

 
Name Position 

Monia Stadler Head of Operations 

Hugh Lewis SPCA Inspector* 

Simoney September Receptionist & Administration 

Enzeo Koopman Kennel Assistant 

Luciano Diedericks Kennel Assistant 

Shelden Diedericks Kennel Assistant 

 

*Hugh successfully qualified as an SPCA Inspector in May 2026 after com-

pleting his national inspector training during the reporting period. While his 

qualification falls just outside this financial year, it represents an important 

milestone for both Hugh and Wellington SPCA. 

 

Staff Farewells 

During the year, Wellington SPCA bid farewell to two valued members of 

the team. 
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Elizabeth Down concluded six years of exceptional service to the Society. 

Her leadership, dedication and unwavering com-

mitment to animal welfare have left a lasting leg-

acy, and we thank her sincerely for her enormous 

contribution to Wellington SPCA.   

 

 

We also thank Elani Steenkamp for her service as an SPCA Inspector and 

wish her every success in her future endeavours. 

 

Our Volunteers 
 

Volunteers are at the heart of Wellington SPCA. Whether conducting adop-

tion home checks, assisting with fundraising events, photographing ani-

mals, managing social media, organising book sales or giving their time be-

hind the scenes, their contribution is invaluable. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to: 

• Scirocco Westermann-Winter & friends 

• Mieke Batelaan  

• Carol-Ann Jeffrey & her team 

• Mari Lundqvist  

• Louisa Stadsig  

• Johann Olivier (JP Designs)  

• Charmaine Cato  

• Nico Schlebush  

• Jeanette Lawrence  

• Christelle Filmalter  

• Anine Steyn  

• Dani Kimble 

• Diane Rossouw  

• Janè Otto 
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2026 – At a Glance 
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Operational Performance Comparison 
 

 

 2024/2025 2025/2026 
Animals admitted 3,121 3,236 
Dogs admitted 2,069 2,216 
Cats admitted 985 918 
Animals adopted 354 356 
Animals reclaimed 66 69 
Animals sterilised 820 837 
Animals euthanased 2565 2739 
Total animals inspected 13,159 4,886 
Community clinics conducted 89 91 
Animals treated at community clin-
ics 

3,620 2,433 

Education sessions Not recorded 21 

Facebook followers 13,000 15,000 
Instagram followers 900 1,250 

 
 

Wellington SPCA continued to provide comprehensive animal welfare ser-

vices throughout the 2025/2026 financial year, maintaining strong perfor-

mance across its core operational programmes. Animal admissions, adop-

tions, reclaims and sterilisations all increased compared with the previous 

reporting period, while the Society further strengthened its commitment to 

preventative welfare through expanded community education initiatives 

and continued growth in its digital engagement. 

 

Although the total number of animals inspected decreased from 13,159 in 

2024/2025 to 4,886 in 2025/2026, this should be viewed within the context 

of changing operational priorities and inspection profiles. The previous re-

porting period included several large-scale proactive inspection campaigns 

involving high volumes of animals. During 2025/2026, inspectorate activities 

remained focused on statutory enforcement, proactive inspections, post-

home inspections, compliance monitoring and animal welfare investiga-

tions, with the detailed breakdown of these activities presented in the fol-

lowing Inspectorate section. 
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Animal Admissions by Source 
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Inspectorate 
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Community Services 
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Adoptions & Education 
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Infrastructure & Facilities 
 

Wellington SPCA continues to operate from municipal-owned premises in 

terms of a five-year lease agreement with Drakenstein Municipality, cover-

ing the period 1 June 2022 to 31 May 2027. The premises remain central to 

the Society's operations and provide a base from which animal welfare ser-

vices are delivered to the greater Wellington community. 

 

During the reporting period, the Society continued to invest in improving 

the facilities and operational capacity. Key infrastructure improvements in-

cluded: 

• Upgrading the Society's office computers and IT systems, improving 

efficiency and reliability across daily operations.  

• Installation of an AI-powered perimeter security camera system, sig-

nificantly enhancing the security of the premises, staff and animals in 

our care.  

 

Maintaining the ageing infrastructure remains an ongoing challenge. In 

terms of the lease agreement, responsibility for structural maintenance 

rests with Drakenstein Municipality. While the Society continues to under-

take routine maintenance and repairs where possible, the age of the build-

ings and limited municipal maintenance continue to place pressure on the 

organisation's resources and long-term infrastructure planning. 

Despite these challenges, Wellington SPCA remains committed to provid-

ing a safe, clean and functional environment for the animals entrusted to its 

care and will continue to engage constructively with Drakenstein Munici-

pality regarding the ongoing maintenance and preservation of these im-

portant community facilities. 
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Fundraising and marketing 
 

During the 2025/2026 financial year, the Wellington community once again 

demonstrated its unwavering support for the Society through fundraising 

events, donation drives, sponsorships and volunteer-led initiatives. Every 

contribution, whether large or small, helped ensure that Wellington SPCA 

could continue providing essential animal welfare services throughout the 

greater Wellington area. 

 

Highlights of the year included: 

• The annual K9 Classic Charity Golf Day, one of the Society's flagship 

fundraising events with tremendous support from Seeff Wellington. 

• The Diamond Dash, hosted in partnership with Expérience d'Arauna.  

• Community events hosted throughout the year at Expérience 

d'Arauna.  

• The 5 km Charity Run/Walk, hosted by Wellington Animal Hospital 

Group.  

• Monthly book sales at Welgelee Plein, which continue to enjoy won-

derful community support.  

• An incredibly successful online charity shop, supported by donors 

from across the community.  

• The Wellies Paws Charity Shop, which unfortunately closed in January 

2026 following repeated vandalism of the container from which it op-

erated.  

• Donation drives by local schools, businesses and community organi-

sations.  

• Mandela Day food collection campaign hosted by Harcourts Welling-

ton 

• Regular food collection initiatives hosted by local businesses.  

Our heartfelt thanks go to every donor, volunteer, business and commu-

nity member whose generosity enables Wellington SPCA to continue 

protecting animals in need. 
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Marketing & Communications 
 

Social media continues to play a vital role in raising awareness, promoting 

responsible pet ownership, celebrating successful adoptions and sharing 

the Society's work with the wider community.  

During the reporting period: 

 

• Facebook grew to more than 15,000 followers.  

• Instagram grew to over 1,250 followers.  

 

These platforms remain invaluable in connecting Wellington SPCA with the 

community, celebrating our supporters and finding loving homes for the 

animals in our care.  We extend our sincere gratitude to Elizabeth Down for 

her outstanding dedication in managing our social media over the years. In 

May 2026, she handed the reins over to Anine Steyn, who has since taken on 

the responsibility of leading our digital communications. 
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Financial overview 
 

The 2025/26 financial year marked a significant turnaround for Wellington 

SPCA, with the Society reporting an annual surplus of R291,180, compared 

to a deficit of R47,093 in the previous financial year. Total income amounted 

to R3.23 million, supported by continued growth in donations, fundraising 

initiatives, municipal service income and community support. Despite on-

going investment in animal welfare programmes, staffing, infrastructure 

and operational services, the Society maintained prudent financial manage-

ment, ending the year with cash reserves of R614,406. and total assets of 

R1.22 million.  

 

In the interest of transparency and accountability, the Society's Audited An-

nual Financial Statements will be available on the Wellington SPCA website 

for public viewing and download. 
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Strategic priorities 2026/2027 
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